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SUBJECT: ECEVIT VISIT TO FINLAND 

1. DURING HIS VISIT TO FINLAND DECEMBER 16-19 AS PART OF A 
GENERAL SOCIAL DEMOCRAT-SPONSORED SCANDINAVIAN TOUR, FORMER 
TURKISH PRIME MINISTER AND REPUBLICAN PEOPLES PARTY (RPP) 
CHAIRMAN BULENT ECEVIT WAS GIVEN HIGH-LEVEL TREATMENT. 

ECEVIT WAS RECEIVED BY PRESIDENT KEKKONEN, AND MET WITH 
PRIME MINISTER MIETTUNEN, FOREIGN MINISTER SORSA, AND MINISTER 
OF FOREIGN TRADE LEHTO. 

2. IN ADDITION TO HIS "OFFICIAL"CALLS, ECEVIT SPENT SOME 
TIME WITH HIS FINNISH SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC HOSTS. HE MET WITH 
THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY (SDP) PARLIAMENTARY GROUP AND 
HELD DISCUSSIONS WITH SDP CHAIRMAN SORSA AND SECRETARY 
GENERAL SUNDQVIST. ON TURKISH SIDE RPP INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
SECRETARY KOLUGLU AND MP ULMAN ALSO PARTICIPATED IN THE DIS- 
CUSSIONS. CHAIRMAN SORSA SAID THAT THE SDP WAS HAPPY TO 
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BETWEEN THE SDP AND THE REPUBLICAN PEOPLE'S PARTY. 

3. AT HIS PRESS CONFERENCE AND THROUGH VARIOUS STATEMENTS, 

ECEVIT SAID THAT FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN TURKEY AND 
GREECE WERE A PRECONDITION FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF THE CYPRUS 
DISPUTE - WHICH SHOULD BE SOLVED ON THE BASIS OF A GRF.F.K- 
TURKISH FEDERATION. ECEVIT ALSO SAID THAT ALTHOUGH RELATIONS 
WITH THE US AND NATO ARE STRAINED, TURKEY SHOULD NOT LEAVE 
NATO BUT SHOULD RELY MORE ON ITS OWN DEFENSE CAPABILITY. 

ECEVIT ALSO CALLED FOR MORE NORDIC INVESTMENT IN THE NEAR 
EAST REGION. 
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